
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 

February 13, 2019 

 

Present: Ray Andresen, Mark Haskell, Brian Robinson, Sarah Ruef-Lindquist, John 

Scholz, Bob Falciani, Beth Ward  

Excused: Casey Leonard; Absent: Tom Resek 

 

Minutes:  Not available 

 

Park Improvements:  Beth reported that landscape designer Asa Peats and Jeff Senders 

are working on a master plan for Shirttail Park and Barrett’s Cove.  She will try to have 

them attend the next meeting in March. 

 

Toboggan Championships:  Beth reported that total proceeds from the event are 

$71,298.50 to date, which includes more than $13,000 in parking fees and almost $1,800 

in busing fees.  There were more than 410 racing slots sold.  No serious accidents.  A 

total success.  Sarah suggested that the Toboggan Committee look into filling the chute 

with a composite material instead of ice to avoid rainouts in the future; it was pointed out 

that the chute is already lined with a composite material.   

 

Alcohol Issue: Sarah suggested that the Toboggan Committee and Snow Bowl staff look 

at developing a new alcohol-drinking policy to make the event more family-friendly.  It 

was pointed out that open containers were more visible and plentiful this year, that two of 

the four vendors were selling alcohol, and that alcohol is now available in the lodge.  

Committee members discussed problems such as coming up with a reasonable restriction 

and who can police the event out on the ice.   

 

Snow Bowl Budget:  Beth reported that the Snow Bowl has a positive balance of 

$72,000, but there are 22 days left in the ski season.  Mark estimated that it costs about 

$15,000 per day to run the ski operation.  Several members expressed surprise at the 

Select Board’s decision to make changes to the ski rates for Camden residents.  

 

Summer Recreation Program:  Beth reported that the Park-Rec Department will 

continue working with PenBay YMCA in running Summer Camps for children.  Two of 

the six-week programs (Camp-a-Homa for 7-11 year-olds and Adventure Camp for 11-14 

year-olds) will be held at the Snow Bowl; a camp for younger children will be staged in 

Lincolnville. Camps are staffed by the Y. There will be up to 200 kids per week, with 55 

spots reserved for Camden residents. John raised concerns about the overuse of Hosmer 

Pond by campers, but was assured that not everybody would be in the pond at the same 

time. Beth also noted that there will be tiered pricing (attached) for Camden residents this 

year, with families able to select one of three rates appropriate for them. Brian asked if 

we can control abuse of such a system, and it was pointed out that we have done 

something similar with skiing scholarships without any problems.    

 

Sports Field Fees:  Mark presented his proposal (attached) of a fee schedule for use of 

the sports fields at the Snow Bowl by softball, lacrosse and soccer leagues to help fund 



the upkeep and maintenance of the playing fields and facilities. The Committee added 

football instead of soccer, which no longer plays there. After much discussion, it was 

moved, seconded and approved that we should charge a booking fee for sports leagues to 

reserve the playing fields, and that Beth should come back to the next meeting with a 

proposed fee schedule to present to the Select Board. 

 

Rowing Club:  Mark brought up the issue of the Megunticook Rowing Club receiving a 

three-year, no fee lease for using part of Barrett’s Cove for storing its racing shells, 

building a kon-conforming shed, and operating its rowing/racing activities. He noted that 

the tax bill for an equivalent-sized ¼-acre waterfront lot would be $9,000 per year.  No 

action taken. 

 


